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SAW GREAT FUTURE

Grosvenor Reed Madoe Prodic-
tion for Grand Rapids.

CAME ON HORSEBACK

Sturdy Ploneer Antloipated
Success for Gity.

Lotter Wreltten by lacly Settler Read
at Mecting of Joeal Chapter
of . AR,

The practice of taw in Grand Raplds
I 1842 id not lead dircetly to n royal
roud of elther wealth or glory. The plo-
neer lawyers did not know the affiuence
and preatege which in now tho heritage

S of Grand Raplds barristers,

One of the leading law i 0 Grand
Rapids in 1842 was that of Ball & Reed,
John 13all and Grosvenor Read. Lotters

written by Grosvenor Reed in 1842 and’

1843 to his nephew, Daniel L. Lord of
Marshall, Mich.,, who, at (he time of
the writing, was visitihg 1n Quilford,
Chenango county, N, Y., nnd who was
nlso n wmember of the Michigan bar,
were discoverod by Mrs, James H, Camp-
bell, regent of the Sophic do Marsunc
Campuu .chapter, Duughters of the
American  Revolution, and portions of
these letters worn rend by her at the
D. A. R. meeting Thursduy afternoon.

Came fo Clty on lorsebaek,

Theso letters are the proporty of Gros.
venor Roed's daughter, Mrs. Holen
Reed Lewls of Marshall, Mich., Cirose
venor Roed whon o young man came
to Grand. Rapids on horsebiek from
Oberl)in, Ohlo, nnd he later married tho
doughter of Jullus C. Abel, who was
Grand Raplds' first Jawyor. After his
marriage he became n law partner of
Mr, Absl, He was e graduuato of Ober-
ln college. )

Grosvenor Tieed was the first prose-
cuting attorncy for Ottawa county and
latér when that county was tully or-
ganized ho removéd to Grand Haven,
where ho praoticed his profession. Later
he bylid a fine hol on the bank of
tho Grand river opposite what I8 now
the village of Lamont.

.Ho continued to practico his profession
and held ‘many oftices. Wnon in' 1840
the township In which he resldod was
orfn.nmd he . named it Allendale, after
Allendale, Scotlund, as It was settied by
many porsons of Scottish birth to whom
ho was partial.. Louis Cumpau was. a
g-aqxom‘ ¥isitor - to the homo of Mr.

eed, . . .

‘The ploneor sottiors sesmod to realise
that'Grand Rapids had s future, Gros-
venor RRead was one of tlie ploneera who
had great. faith in the littie villuge, It

s’ 0 growing place in 1842 and Mr.

Wi
-Reed . endoavored to convince his rola-
‘tives and frionds that the piace had a

]:romlulnz- future and was o good place
n which o locate. In his letters (0 his.
nephew in, Marshall he snid:

Very Litilo Busincss,

“As for mysolt I must say that I am
ecarnesily engaged in business, some-
ilmes pettifogging and nt olher times
debating or preparing for tho smmne. I
hnd antolpatod finding a chanco for you
to study here, agreenblo to your wishos,
but 1 find that all the Iaw offices here

care In protty much the same iix with
-ours (Ball & Reed)-~-not enough business

to ﬁuy it at the prosent time,
“My

partner I8 & man of much perse- |

vorance and ono who will scon excel in
his profession. Ho I8 n man of good,
sound character, with the bump of cau-
ton strongly doweloped,

*The law_busineas hore this soason is
not Inrge. 1 think that T mve my share,
bul thal Is smull, Have ong sult p week
from next Monday twenty mlles norlh
of this plaece, whero I expeet to have

womnt AporL, can -t I8 a pather, singulae *

auit and I n most northern -settlement
where they .huve nover heforo had: . trinl
by Jury.i:'Wos livaiin hope of having n

Rl bug hf'-! ththe future and ghall,
umlnnhlnqw.‘nu e country i mu"um- )

tling urid

‘the ‘meedn’ of litigution are well
ROWN.

1 hope Lhat you will coma ont and rae |

the place notwithatnnding the hard thnes
under the Whig administration,

“As (o tha fulurn prospocts of Gennd
Raplds Lhardly need to suy that thoroe
Is no_#pot in Michlgan that can com-
pare with it 3t 18 hendthy here and
hus been w0 over slnee 1 enme, Wa
have the host of pure spring wate and
that so rllurled that It can ho carrled
to ovary man's door.

. “Our st aperntlons are golng on.
Tho slato weall fs sunk to tho deplh of
476 or 480 faot al tho presemt thwme.
Tho water 18 very strong and flows over
tho top with sufiiclent forcoe (o enrry it
0fty fool or moroe,

Plenty of Materinl,

“Bullding  matorinl I8 hare  In
‘abundancs; In faot wo hWave overy ine

©ducomont for settlors and wn seo the

offnct -of them thin season, as the peo-

; plo_are flocking in hore from all parts |

ol “the  country " and arva purchusing
farms, Wo have alro additlonal merve
chants and wmechanica; In fact al)
things work tegother for good,

"Wo in thig part of the country lhlnk'

that this place n twenly yenra from
gow will bo the largest of any In the
Atale with tho excaption of Dotrolt, and

-wure Macshall, the ety of hard money-

mukors, will ho o minus auantily com-

pared toe . You may constder this

valn gpocuintion, bul just como out here

when you return and wo will show you

:}mt it 13 a mathematient domonstra-
on,

“Now, 1 want you {o ondeavor {o proe
vail on your father and mothor to
como hero to Hyo and lonvo thnt alekly
hole, Mapahall. When yout get home
slop over and aco them, then come dl-
revtly hern and thke o squint ot Lhis
Maen,”

The rpllm\'lng year Mr. Rood hecamo
mrosieegting  atlornoy  for  Ottown
county! which' was thon untted (o ont
for Judicinl purposes,  1n anothor let-
ter dntod 1843 ho wrolo:

*Wo have had congldorablo b
this spriug, but it s rather on {he
wane now ag poaple have other things
to attend to bostdes quarreling. U had
tha plopsure of sonding one bipad from
Otlawn county through your villuge to
Juckson, Iast court,

One Man Convieted.

“Our court here lasted for about ton

days and was vory intoresting,  Ono
man was dAvied and convieted of mur-
dor I tha fiekt dogres, but hix sentence
wag put off until the next tevin of
cottrl at which ttme he witl oitheor got
n new frial or vecelve hisx sontonce,

Phix villago ir atill growing in popu-
Ineity  and  businoss and sottlors  are
flucking In from all parta of the coun-
try.. ‘Phere  aro now beling  bulit a
earding, und clothing mil, furtace and
macliine ghap, and varivus other cone
traptions, such ns river bounts, dwelling
houres, ete” .




